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SUBJECT: SOVIET DEPUTY EOREIGN TRADE MINISTER ALKHIMOV ON 
BILATERAL TRADE 

USDOC EOR DAS DOWNEY 

BEGIN LIMITED OFEICIAL USE 

1 . SPEAKING AT JANUARY 19 EAREWELL LUNCHEON EOR DEPARTING 
AMERICAN MEMBER OE US-USSR TRADE AND ECONOMIC COUNCIL'S MOSCOW 
STALE, DEPUTY EOREIGN TRADE MINISTER ALKHIMOV TOOK GENERALLY 
POSITIVE VIEW OE BILATERAL TRADE PROTECTS. AFTER REGRETTING 
UNAVAILABLILITY OE MEN EOR SOVIET EXPORTS, HE COMMENTED HE EELT 
CONEIDENT, GIVEN INCREASED AWARENESS OE MUTUAL INTERDEPENDENCE IN 
BOTH COUNTRIES, THAT WITH TIME TRULY SATISEACTORY CONDITIONS EOR 
BILATERAL TRADE WILL COME ABOUT. WHILE HE SAID NOTHING OE 
SUBSTANCE, POSITIVE TENOR OE HIS REMARKS WAS IN MARKED CONTRAST 
WITH GLOOMY VIEWS HE HAS EXPRSSED IN PRIVATE CONVERSATIONS IN 
RECENT WEEKS. 

END LIMITED OEEICIAL USE, BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL 

2. POINTING HIS REMARKS TOWARD RESIDENT US BUSINESSMEN WHO 
DOMINATED GUEST LIST, ALKHIMOV PROBABLY HOPED TO REACH THEIR US 
CORPORATE OFEICES WITH GENTEL REMINDER TO KEEP PUSHING EOR TRADE 
ACT AMENDMENTS. HIS CALM, SHYLY HUMOROUS MANNER, WHILE CALCULATED, 
WAS A WELCOME CHANGE EROM IRASCIBLE TONE WHICH DOMINATED ATMOSPH- 
ERE DURING DOWNEY VISIT IN DECEMBER. 
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